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Background

 A joint project between the Ugandan Academy, 
TASO and Uganda AIDS Commission

 Proposal to Embassy of Ireland in 2018 – for 6 
months (June to December 2018)

 Launched on 28 November 2018, opened to the 
public on World AIDS Day 1 December 2018

 Extended to January 1 – 31 2019 and then to 
February 3, 2019
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Aim and objectives
Aim

 To establish a mobile exhibition to highlight the social history of
HIV communication material in Uganda and to determine if
exposure to this exhibition could decrease high risk sexual
behaviour.

Objectives

 To showcase historical IEC/BCC materials used in the early days
of the HIV epidemic in Uganda

 To determine whether exposure to an HIV/AIDS exhibition using
historical IEC/BCC materials can lead to change in behaviour
especially among high risk populations.

 Assess whether exposure to an HIV/AIDS exhibition leads to
increased uptake of HIV VCT in those never tested or not
recently tested

 Develop new materials that can be used for communicating HIV
messages based on the most memorable older materials.3



Tracing the history 

Formed an Organizing Committee and an 
Advisory board

Held two Stakeholder meetings – plotted 
the timeline
 Researchers, academicians, politicians, HIV activists, 

historical figure heads and a conservator from the 
Uganda Museum.

 Beneficiaries of HIV related services (including PLHIV 
and one spouse who is HIV negative)
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 Combed through the extensive library collections of TASO and UAC

 Audio-visual material

 Print material

 Artifacts
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Documenting lived 
experiences

 Video interviews of key people 

 Dr. Elly Katabira – first AIDS clinic
 Mrs. Mary Oduka Ochan – formerly of 

Embassy of Ireland
 Prof. Pontiano Kaleebu – Vaccine research
 Prof. Sam Okware - first head of the AIDS 

Control Programme
 Dr. Christine Ondoa – former Minister for 

Health and Director General UAC
 Video and audio recording of testimonies from service 

beneficiaries. 
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Experience while gathering 
information
 We are either infected or

affected or both

 There is A LOT of
information about HIV and
AIDS.

 3 decades is a long time,
but not long enough. Dates
are forgotten, but the pain
is never forgotten

 Every AIDS Service
Organisation in Uganda is
called “TASO” 10



Experience – while gathering 
information continued…
 In the 80s and 90s the messages were clear, 

straight forward and instilled fear but they 
were stigmatizing to those already living with 
HIV.

“Love faithfully”, “Zero grazing”, “AIDS Kills”

 The world has changed and so has AIDS/HIV. 
Message development takes more time and 
requires a lot of care. 
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The Tree of Knowledge
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Layout of the exhibition
 HIV Testing booth – pretest counseling, HIV testing and post test 

counseling.

 Main exhibition area divided into sections
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Observation

Sunday afternoon is the best time to
engage young people in a friendly
environment – the young couples come out
to the museum.
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Experience – at the exhibition
 It generated a lot of interest and discussion 

about Uganda and the HIV response – even from 
visitors who could hardly speak English – guests 
from China, Israel, Tanzania, Turkey and many 
other countries.

 Many people want the exhibition to be taken to 
their areas – Kapchorwa, Kalangala and even 
Kenya and Tanzania.

 Religious groups (especially the Muslim 
community) visited in large numbers. 
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“The minute you are told that you or your 
spouse has HIV, your morality is put on the 

table”. Noerine Kaleeba, 1989 in Born in Africa

Has this changed, or is this still the case?
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Who came to the exhibition?
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Development partners – Embassy of
Ireland, EU Community, US Embassy,
UN Family.

Implementing partners – IDI, TASO,
UAC, MRC, Dr. Peter Piot and Council
of LSHTM, NACWOLA, Mildmay,
AMICAALL, Straight Talk Foundation,

Youth and Adolescents – in and out of
school – had a team of adolescent
boys from the slums.

Students from Institutions of Higher
learning – both undergraduate and
post graduate

Key and Priority populations – e.g.
Safe Boda, uniformed personnel,
MSM, FSW

General Public

The experts, the brave, the 
curious and a few crazy people.



Visitors – over 2, 000

Tested for HIV – Over 200
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What next?
 Roving exhibition – partners in regions 

to host exhibition. 
Requirements – Venue/Hall, PLHIV to 

guide, HIV Testing Services team, 
mobilization, publicity

Target audience – adolescents, youth, 
historical people in HIV (to fill in gaps 
especially for regional HIV history –
their experiences), KP/PP, general 
public

 Set up of AIDS/HIV corner in the Uganda 
Museum

 Permanent exhibition – TASO Museum 
(virtual and physical museum) 20



Items for roving exhibition

Myth/Reality boxes
Sound boxes
Timeline
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All the people and 
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to this exhibition – directly 
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22



23



On the Advisory Board and 
Organising Committee we had….

 Medical doctors, clinical officers, 
nurses, laboratory technicians

 Counselors, psychologists
 Social Scientists, anthropologists, 
 Information Scientists, archivists, 

conservator, mass communicators
 Artists, musicians, playwrights
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Thank you
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